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L. S. Vygotsky

CONSCIOUSNESS AS A PROBLEM 
1N THE PSYCHOLOGY OF BEHAVIOR 

The article that follows is both a historical landmark 
and a theoretical discussion of unusual contemporary 

·value to psychology. It is the written version of a speech
delivered by L. S. Vygotsky at the Second All-Union Con­
gress of Psychoneurologists, held in Leningrad in 1924.
This was Vygotsky's first major contribution to Soviet
psychology, and it carne at a critica! time in the history
of Soviet science.

ln 1924 psychologists in the Soviet Union, like those in
the United States, were busy forming an objective, more
or less behavioristic approach to their science. They
were rejecting some forty years of psychological re­
search and theory dating from the initiation of the "new"
psychology instituted by Wundt in Germany in 1879 (and
by scholars in other parts of the world almost simulta­
neously). ln particular, they were rejecting the use of
introspective reports about internai experience as the
primary data of psychology, seeking in its place an ap­
proach to psychology based on data that were intersub-

K. N. Kornilov (Ed.) Psikhologiia i marksizm [ Psychology 
andMarxism]. Moscow-Leningrad: Gosizdat, 1925. Pp. 175-98. 
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