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Focusing on the theme "To any carelessness in life, death is certain", the 6th International

Symposium of the Faculty of Social Sciences (FCS) will take place on August 10-12, 2022,

with in-person and virtual activities. The event aims to contribute to discussions about the

challenges of the present, from the perspective of the humanities and social sciences,

echoing the writings of the contemporary Black-Brazilian writer Conceição Evaristo. This

mobilizing place, capable of breaking with processes that reflect the colonizing perspective,

synthesizes the keynote of the Symposium, which brings together artistic and cultural

activities, conferences, round tables, working groups, workshops and mini-courses.

Evarito's narrative goes beyond literature and brings together here the undergraduate

courses in Social Sciences, International Relations, and Museology. The Graduate Programs

in Social Anthropology, Political Science, Cultural Performances, and Sociology are also

involved in this effort. The challenge we confront is how to reinvent life in a scenario where

death is a constitutive reality that stubbornly limits the possibilities for justice, citizenship,

happiness, and hope, whether due to the consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic or the

radicalization of right-wing extremism that threatens democratic life.

The multiple operations of racism - institutional, everyday, structural, and even recreational -

conditioned the late recognition of Conceição Evaristo, who only began publishing her work

in 1990, at the age of 44, even though she had been writing since she was a child. While

acknowledging the damage caused by this late recognition, she inspires us to never abandon

our propositional and life-driving capacity.

The extract "To any carelessness of life death is certain", transversalized in the activities of

the 6th International Symposium of FCS, was borrowed from Conceição Evaristo's Poem

"Death Certificate". Conceição Evaristo's relevance and presence in the contemporary

literary scene are unquestionable, especially in the diasporic connections. Her work is

marked by the condition of the Black population in Brazil, which is subjected to innumerable

inequalities, violence, discrimination, and social marginalization. However, her writings can

be elevated to larger structures of access and understanding of the current conjuncture,

which challenges us to face multiple forms of oppression that intersect in various axes of

subalternity based on color or race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, age, class, geographical

origin, among others.


