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I. Leia o seguinte texto: 
 
After Terror in France and Unrest in Turkey, Schools Grapple With Whether to Send 
Students Abroad 

Study-abroad programs are designed to expose students to ideas and cultures different from their 
own. Studying abroad is not supposed to be easy or comfortable. But it’s also not supposed to be fatal. 

So, in the aftermath of unrest in Turkey, terror attacks in places as varied as Brussels and 
Bangladesh, and continued instability in places like Egypt, universities are attempting to walk a fine line 
between keeping students safe and promoting the global exchanges that advocates say could ultimately help 
reduce such acts of intolerance. “It is actually more important than ever today not to do things completely 
out of fear,” said Wagaye Johannes, the project director of a campaign to double the number of U.S. students 
who go abroad at the nonprofit Institute of International Education. 

There’s no fast rule when it comes to how schools decide when to move forward with a program, and 
when to pull the plug. And schools make different calculations based largely on whom they serve. Texas 
Tech University announced in March after the Brussels attack that it would suspend its summer and fall 
programs in Belgium, and prohibit students from visiting the country. 

Tibor Nagy, the school’s vice provost for international affairs and a retired U.S. ambassador to 
Guinea and Ethiopia, acknowledged the school is “more conservative than many other institutions in 
selecting our study-abroad destinations.” That’s because the college serves a high number of first-generation 
students, he said, and many young people are the first in their families to have a passport. 

While Texas Tech is more cautious than many others, Nagy said individual cases may warrant a 
more lenient approach. A student of Nigerian descent who is born in the U.S. but still has family in Lagos 
and is familiar with the culture and “what to do and what not to do,” he said, might be permitted to pursue a 
research opportunity there that the school might have concerns about approving for other students. “This 
world is inherently dangerous because of the scourge of terrorism,” he said, “and the choices one has is ‘Do 
you hunker down in Lubbock, Texas, and not go anywhere?’ and the opposite extreme would be going for 
birdwatching in the mountains of Afghanistan. There has to be a happy medium.” 

Most schools seem to fall somewhere in the middle when it comes to study-abroad precautions. 
Many have suspended or canceled programs in Turkey and Egypt because of continued instability in the 
region, but most are continuing to offer programs in France, Belgium, and other places in Europe that have 
been the recent target of terrorists, including London and Madrid. 

The upshot is, there is no way to guarantee students’ safety, whether they are in Orlando or Dallas, or 
Brussels or Nice. There is risk everywhere. But every single person interviewed for this story said there is 
still great reward in studying abroad. As Nagy at Texas Tech said, students today need to be prepared to 
have “globalized careers.” And yes, said Aaron Morehouse, the executive director of a project to give more 
low-income students of color an opportunity to study abroad at the nonprofit World Learning, there’s rising 
extremism, but there’s also “this amazing connectivity that is allowing for great innovation and great 
creativity in the world, and to stop the connection that happens through exchange would counteract exactly 
what we need in the world.” 

 
Adapted: E mi l y D e r u y,  T h e  A t la n t i c ,  J u l y 2 0 ,  2 01 6 .  A v a i l a b l e  a t :  
h t t p :w w w . th e a t l an t i c . com.  

 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/05/colleges-pledge-to-send-more-students-abroad/484589/
http://www.experiment.org/pn/about-the-experiment/our-staff/aaron-morehouse-phd/
http://www.theatlantic.com/author/emily-deruy/
http://www.theatlantic.com/

	After Terror in France and Unrest in Turkey, Schools Grapple With Whether to Send Students Abroad

